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DESCRIPTION 
 

An introduction to basic plant botany and plant morphology, as well as the process of 
plant identification. 
 

DURATION 
 

24 hours 
 

LEARNING 
OUTCOMES 

By the conclusion of the unit of study, students should be able to: 

1. Understand the basics of plant morphology. 

2. Use a simple key for identification of specimens, applying knowledge of plant 
morphological terminology. 

3. Use the binomial system of plant nomenclature. 

4. Outline plant taxonomy in terms of the major taxa. 

5. Identify a number of selected plant families in terms of morphological and 
phytochemical characteristics. 

6. Outline the basics of photosynthesis. 
 

TEACHING 
METHOD 
 

Modified lectures, videos. 
Individual and group work with fresh specimens of plants. 
Field excursion. 
 

ASSESSMENT 
 
 
 
 
 
COMPETENCIES 
PARTIAL 
COMPLETION 

1 hour exam worth 30% of term total – week 6.  
1 hour exam worth 30% of term total – week 12.  
1 assignment worth 40% of term total – due week 10 
Satisfactory attendance and participation (as per Unit of Study outline) 
 
All components must be passed at 60% in order to pass this subject 
satisfactorily. 
 
HLTHER603B - Operate a western herbal medicine dispensary 

ATTENDANCE 80% minimum. 

PRE-
REQUISITES 

Nil. 
 

CO-REQUISITES 
 

Herbal Medicine 1A (for students commencing Advanced Diploma of Western Herbal 
Medicine or Naturopathy). 

MATERIALS 
REQUIRED 

Notebook, pen. 

 

Herbal Medicine 1B (Botany) 
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TEXTBOOKS 
 

Compulsory: 
Wohlmuth H, 2001. Plants and Plant Form - An Illustrated Guide  
 
 
Recommended Reading / References: 
Bell, A. 2008. Plant Form, Timber Press, Portland.  
Clarke, I & Lee, H. 1989. Name that Flower.  Melbourne University Press. 
Gledhill, D. 1989. The Names of Plants.  Cambridge University Press. 
The Penguin Dictionary of Botany. 1984. Penguin Books.  Ringwood, Vic.  
Simpson, M. 2006. Plant Systematics, Elsevier Academic Press, Amsterdam. 
Young, P. 1982. The Botany Colouring Book.  Harper Perennial, New York, N.Y. 
Van Wyk, B.E. & Wink, M. 2004. Medicinal Plants of the World. Briza 
Publications 
 

 
 
WEEK-BY-WEEK OUTLINE 
 

WEEK 1 Introduction to Botanical principles. Taxonomic methods and divisions in botany study. 

WEEK 2 Taxonomy and the scientific binomial. Decoding the scientific binomial (Botanical 
name).  

WEEK 3 Plant parts, and overview of structures and their functions. Photosynthesis. Monocots 
and Dicots 

WEEK 4 Leaves- anatomical features, morphology.  

WEEK 5 Leaves – surface features and accessory structures 

WEEK 6 Formative exam process - 1 hour  
Review and marking in class 
Flowers. 

WEEK 7 Flowers and Inflorescences. Pollination methods 

WEEK 8 Fruits and seeds. Dispersal mechanisms.  

WEEK 9 Roots and stems. Propagation techniques.  

WEEK 10 Plant families, medicinal plant families.  
Assignment due 

WEEK 11 Plant families, medicinal plant families. Using botanical keys to identify plants. 
Exam review 

WEEK 12 Formative exam process - 1 hour  
Review and marking in class 

 
 
Please be respectful of your fellow students and arrive on time for classes. Please ensure all mobile phones 
are turned off prior to the commencement of class. 


